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The Green 

BACKGROUND 

Oving and Pitchcott Community Led Plan aims to help us determine the future of this 
community, and how it can change for the better.  It provides a collective view of what is 
important to the villagers of Oving and Pitchcott and identifies our priorities.  It then sets 
out the action plans to enable us to achieve them. 

This Plan provides: 

 The information needed when putting forward our community’s views to relevant 
parties on key issues, such as village services and facilities, transport, safety and our 
local environment.   
 

 Evidence of village support needed by grant-making bodies when we seek 
investment for a priority identified in our Plan. 
 

 Information to the Parish Council about where to focus their energy, influence and 
potential investments. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While it is true that a Community Led Plan will not in itself stop development or create a 
change of local authority policies, it does enable our community to influence some of the 
organisations involved in the planning and development of Oving and Pitchcott and our 
environs, and will help the Parish Council when making decisions.  

The Oving and Pitchcott Community Led Plan will be revised after three years through 
another process of consultation with villagers. 
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HISTORY OF OVING AND PITCHCOTT  
 

Oving has a fascinating history, which was documented in 2003 by David Proctor. 

Oving is built on a hill that dominates the surrounding countryside.  It has been occupied by 
the Romans, Saxons and Normans and throughout modern times and may also have been 
settled by pre-Roman Celtic Britons, demonstrating at least 1,800 years of history – and 
probably more.  

Springs and wells provided the village with drinking water until quite recently. The water 
permeates through the Portland and Purbeck limestone and gathers in the impermeable 
rocks below. The hill's springs provide the source for streams which run south to the river 
Thame and north to the holy well in North Marston, famed in mediaeval times for its 
curative properties. The springs rarely freeze or fail and are noted for their purity and 
clarity. Old water pumps can still seen on Church Lane and the grounds of Oving House. 

The local Kimmeridge clay topsoil gives the area a reputation for excellent fertility.  The clay 
and limestone have been used for bricks and building stone for many centuries and the 
remains of clay quarries, dating back to the 15th century, can be seen to the west of 
Pitchcott. 

There is a Roman camp at the top of Oving’s hill, dating from about 200 AD, and a minor 
Roman road runs one mile west of Pitchcott towards Granborough.  Roman Akeman Street 
is three miles to the west of Oving and there is a Roman burial site near North Marston. 
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HOW WE CREATED THE PLAN 

All parishes have been encouraged to produce Community Led Plans.  These plans enable 
parishes to make decisions on issues affecting their communities, representing the interests 
of their residents and with their support.  
 

In March 2015 we delivered a detailed questionnaire to all 193 houses in Oving and 
Pitchcott parishes.  Forms were completed by a significant 44%  of households, representing 
all age groups, and the results communicated to residents in June 2015 at the Annual Parish 
Meeting in the Village Hall. 

A short face-to-face questionnaire was then conducted with 163 households during the final 
quarter of 2015.  This was to obtain the views on a range of key issues of as close to 100% of 
residents as possible, and to identify priorities.     

With the data from these two questionnaires, the Community Led Plan Committee drafted 
this Plan at the end of 2015. 

Residents throughout our parish have contributed to this Plan, through the written 
questionnaire, the face-to-face survey, and via individual comments and advice.  We would 
like to thank all for their interest and contributions.  The Plan is, however, simply the start in 
this process. 

 

 

NEXT STEPS 

This Community Led Plan represents the views and priorities of the majority of people in 
our community, and it sets out how we might achieve them.   

Its success will be measured by how effective we, as a community, are in implementing 
our ideas and plans.   

These improvements will only be achieved through the involvement and efforts of local 
people, aided and supported by the Parish Council and local organisations. 
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DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING 

Parishioners considered this topic to be of critical importance and ranked it the top priority 
in the short questionnaire.  A new draft Vale of Aylesbury Plan has been produced, detailing 
various development options for 2013 to 2033 in the Vale.  In the least intrusive option, 
Oving is classed as a small village and, as such, would be less at risk from extensive 
development than, say, Quainton or North Marston. However, the government’s intention 
to increase the supply of housing may yet put further pressure on Buckinghamshire for new 
housing developments. 

The overwhelming majority (92%) of respondents feel that any new building should 
complement or enhance the overall look and feel of the village. More than three-quarters of 
residents (78%) believe that specific sites or categories of land should be protected from 
future development, and a small majority of (58%) think that the current Conservation Area 
is not sufficient to protect the character of the village.  

When land becomes available, 61% 
believe it should not automatically 
be built upon.  Where new 
development does occur, 76% think 
it should be small-scale and 
restricted to a maximum of five 
properties, and 68% say that projects 
should include a proportion of 
affordable housing.   

A key characteristic of the village is felt by 83% of respondents to be the views in all 
directions and that this aspect should be protected from encroaching development.  Larger-
scale developments, even beyond the village, are objected to by 60% of respondents. Being 
kept abreast of, and responding to, potential developments and schemes in the wider 
environment which would negatively impact on the village – such as infrastructure schemes 
like wind turbines or new roads – is important to 85% of respondents. 

 

Villagers and the Parish Council should continue to proactively monitor applications which 
will impact upon us, both within our community and beyond, and provide comments to 
relevant planning authorities. 

In addition, the Parish Council will use the findings of the survey to assist when making 
decisions about planning matters within and beyond the village. 
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Oving Village hall, opened June 2014 

 

 

VILLAGE HALL 

Oving Village Hall was opened in July 2014 following a huge fundraising effort by villagers 
and is a popular venue for a wide variety of events.  It was designed to produce the 
minimum effect on the environment, with low running costs, and is fully accessible for 
elderly or disabled users. Its position, between the children’s playground and the tennis 
courts and overlooking the Recreation Ground, means that it can be used by families with 
children and to support tennis club and other sports and village festivities.   

The Hall is widely used for regular groups and classes, such as yoga, pilates and arts and 
crafts, as well as for village events, and is popular for wedding receptions and private 
parties. It is leased to the Oving Village Hall Trust and managed by Oving Village Hall Trust 
Management Committee. Ongoing improvements to the Hall are implemented as they are 
identified and agreed.   

In October 2015 the building was recognised in the 
Highly Commended category of the prestigious 
Aylesbury Vale District Council Design Award 
scheme for its design and its contribution to the 
local environment.  

A large majority of respondents (86%) say the Hall  
is an asset to the village and 64% 
that it is useful for family events.  In the short 
questionnaire, it was identified as the second 
priority for the village.   

The Hall should be self-funding according to 69% of respondents, and early signs are that 
income from hiring and fundraising is keeping well ahead of expenditure.  Preferential rates 
for villagers are wanted by 72%, with a similar number asking to be kept informed about 
future events at the Hall.  

 

Car parking is adequate on most occasions but is stretched when use of the Hall coincides 
with football matches on the Recreation Ground. The car park’s surface is in need of 
improvement and the lighting is not adequate to fully illuminate the area.   It’s also been 
suggested that the wooden gates should be re-opened to provide a dedicated pedestrian 
access.  This and the improvements to the car park should be costed and included in the 
Parish Council’s spending programme.  
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The Village Hall management group will continue with the present level of activities but 
does not have the capacity to greatly expand into new events, although many excellent 
ideas were suggested in the questionnaire.   

These included a Culture Group (talks by experts, and discussions on various topics), more 
evening exercise classes, table-top sales, music nights, games nights, dancing classes, 
language classes, wine tasting and a wine and cheese party. 

 

Villagers are invited to help set up, organise and run new events.  Anyone who can help is 
encouraged to make contact with the Hall’s events co-ordinator or a management group 
member to discuss the details.  

 

Village Hall events co-ordinator, Mary Peeters:  01296 641738.   

The Management Committee members can be contacted via email at 
ovinghall@clerk.com or 01296 336575.  

Management Committee members include:  
Andy Boulton, Mark Cheetham, Kit Couper (Trustee), Richard Devas, Diana Hilton-
Jones, Barrie Mellars, Ambrose McGinn (Trustee), Jack Peeters (Trustee), Mary 
Peeters, Vanessa Wiggins,Linda Nicholls (Bookings Secretary). 
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RECREATION GROUND 

The Recreation Ground in Bowling Alley is a key feature of Oving, widely used and enjoyed 
by both residents and visitors to the village for recreation and sports. 

The three-hectare site was originally glebe land (cultivated land that was used to provide 
income for the parish priest) and was bought by the owner of Oving House, Henry Yates 
Thompson, and donated in 1927 to the Parish Council and its successors ‘to be used 
exclusively and in perpetuity for the benefit and enjoyment of the people of Oving and 
Pitchcott’. 

An attractive tree-lined area, the Recreation Ground has many informal and formal uses.  
It’s the home of Oving Football Club (founded 1887), which plays there regularly throughout 
the season, and is also the venue for the historic Oving Villages Cup Final, held each Easter 
Monday in a competition that was first played in 1890 and one of the oldest in the country.   

Oving Tennis Club was formed before WWII and       
re-launched in 1993.  Members play on the courts 
throughout the year and there are Saturday morning 
training sessions for youngsters. Plans are underway 
to re-establish a cricket club for all ages and there is a 
regular fitness and running group and a basketball 
hoop.  Recently, villagers have participated in special 
football and rounders matches which have proved to 
be enjoyable social occasions. 

The Church Fête and other events and festivals, such as those held to celebrate the Jubilee 
and Millennium, are also held on the Recreation Ground, bringing together people from the 
village.  A small community orchard has also been established by two villagers. 

The original wooden sports pavilion is now used for storage.  
A new pavilion was erected in 1975 and has recently been 
extended and upgraded.  It provides changing rooms, 
showers and a small meeting room with tea-making facilities.  
However, the main building on the Recreation Ground is the 
new Village Hall. 

Children’s play has always been an important feature of the 
Rec and the present high-quality and very popular play equipment, including climbing nets 
and a zip-wire, was provided as a result of village fund-raising plus a generous grant from 
Waste Recycling Environmental (WREN).   

The Parish Council runs the Recreation Ground on behalf of the village, assisted by the 
Recreation Ground sub-committee which meets twice a year. 
 

The great popularity of the Recreation Ground is evidenced by the fact that 95% of villagers 
say they use or visit it at least once a month, and a quarter of these at least once a week.  
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New activities and sports, as well as more activities for children and young 
people, would be welcomed by 90% of people.  

Some three-quarters of respondents (78%) say that dogs should only be exercised on the 
Recreation Ground if they are on the lead.  There are prominent notices in place asking 
owners to keep their dogs on leads and owners are politely requested to cooperate. 
 
Many ideas have been put forward for the Rec, most popular amongst them being: 

 summer late afternoon activities for juniors, followed by a BBQ, 
 junior football and coaching, 
 junior cricket and coaching, 
 more villagers’ football, rounders and cricket matches, 
 new sports opportunities (eg hockey, netball, basketball, rugby etc), 
 circular fitness trail, 
 more social events (eg music, horticultural show, community events). 

New activities can only be achieved through dedicated work by parishioners.  However, 
almost two thirds of villagers surveyed were prepared to provide voluntary help for the 
recreation ground, on either an occasional or a regular basis.  

Issues raised include the surface of the gravel car park and the availability of adequate 
parking during events. 

 the Recreation Ground sub-committee will consider new ideas and opportunities, 
and develop an implementation plan; 

 volunteers are needed to develop the new ideas suggested; 
 plans are already underway to improve facilities for cricket and to establish cricket 

coaching for young people; 

 the Recreation Ground and Village Hall committees will continue to seek 
opportunities for new events; 

 the Parish Council will improve and continue to maintain the car park, as well as 
managing overspill parking on the grassed areas, within the limits of budgets. 

 

 

Reading Room 

The Reading Room is an old building, now in need of refurbishment.  In particular it needs to 
be used and ideas are invited for its future use.   

The building is of an ideal size to accommodate small meetings and it’s also been suggested 
that it could be used by local students for quiet study.   

The Reading Room should be surveyed and suggestions are invited to bring it back into use 
for the community.  Plans can then be made and costed to bring it up to scratch.  



 

 

 

11 

 

 

VILLAGE PUB 

Oving has a historic and attractive pub 
with wonderful views of the 
surrounding countryside. Dating from 
around 1600, the Black Boy is 
considered by parishioners to be a very 
important part of the village 
community.  It was ranked third in the 
short survey and received more 
comments in the long questionnaire 
than any other topic.  

Suggestions, priorities and comments 
can be summarised as: 

 

 good quality food at reasonable prices; 
 revamp of the dining room décor, ambience and furniture; 

 catering more for families in terms of both menu and serving hours; 

 more events, such as themed nights, special food nights, music, quizzes/games, 
community lunches and summer BBQs so that it becomes a centre of the community. 

 

The recent turnover of landlords, along with periods of closure, has meant that the Black 
Boy has not been able to fulfil its considerable potential as a village and destination pub.  
This has proved a frustration and disappointment to villagers who want to see landlords 
who can deliver a winning formula. Villagers have welcomed the pub’s reopening under new 
landlords and look forward to future developments and improvements.  

 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

All Saints Church is the oldest building in Oving.  Constructed of local limestone, it dates 
from the 13th century, with additions from the 14th, 15th, 16th and 17th centuries, and has 
been described as a small and simple village church with ‘no pretensions to grandeur’.   
 
The church is part of the Schorne Team which covers six local villages.  Depending heavily on 
the support of local parishioners, All Saints Church is available to everyone and has an 
important role to play in village life.   

Saint Giles Church at Pitchcott (now a private residence) has a churchyard which is still in 
use and can be accessed by parishioners and members of the public. 
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The Oving with Pitchcott Newsletter is published by All Saints Church (with assistance from 
Oving Parish Council) and delivered to every house in the village.  It is the main avenue of 
news and information about forthcoming events in the parish. 

The questionnaire shows that 60% of respondents strongly agree that the church buildings 
and community are important to the village, while 46% indicate that maintaining the fabric 
of our historic church is a priority.  Without continued support to maintain both the church 
and the churchyard, further costly repairs will be needed.  Currently, 31% of respondents 
contribute to the upkeep while 66% say that they are, or might be, prepared to be involved.  

 

Fundraising activities are supported by many villagers, for example the Harvest Supper and 
Summer Fête, while Will or annual gifting, along with membership of the Friends of Oving 
Church, provide additional financial support.  Further financial help could be achieved by 
contacting new residents to the village.  

To help bring about a renewed interest in and appreciation of our church and its heritage, 
the Village Hall could be used to hold events for the church.   

An exchange of ideas with Oving Parish Council could further help generate interest and 
fundraising opportunities.   

A presentation is planned for Spring 2016 to highlight the need for action, and to generate 
support and help from residents.     
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                                                                                         All Saints Church, Oving   

 

NATURE CONSERVATION 

With their mix of farmland, gardens of varying sizes, allotments, large numbers of trees, 
attractive hedgerows and a significant number of ponds, the parishes of Oving and Pitchcott 
have a wide variety of wildlife habitats.  In turn these areas support good populations of 

birds, insects and animals, ranging from 
voles to badgers and deer. 

In the questionnaire there were mixed 
views about whether or not there is 
adequate protection for our built heritage 
and natural environment.  On the other 
hand, there was overwhelming support 
(89%) for areas of the village to be 
managed specifically to enhance their 
value for wildlife.  In particular: the 
hedgerows, ponds, wildflower meadows, 
churchyard, Bunshill (off Pitchcott Road, 

opposite New Road) and the grass verges.  

Local farmers and landowners are generally sensitive to wildlife in their management 
regimes and no significant threats are perceived from these actions.  Similarly a growing 
trend to manage gardens using fewer chemicals and to feed garden birds is seen as positive.  

There are no formal nature reserves in the parishes but an area of private land of about one 
acre north of the Black Boy pub garden has been managed specifically for wild flowers and 
butterflies for 20 years, and more than 25 varieties of butterflies have been recorded there 
in that period. Spin-off benefits have included large numbers of bees, grasshoppers, 
hoverflies, birds and bats.   

The current level of building development is not thought to be affecting wildlife 
dramatically, although villagers believe that large-scale developments should be opposed.  

The Parish Council is urged to ensure that the management of its land, particularly the 
Recreation Ground, continues to set a good example for wildlife conservation.  Hossil pond 
(located behind the Old School, near the Black Boy), is also in the Parish Council’s ownership 
and requires better management to maintain its wildlife value.  The Council is 
recommended to obtain expert advice to achieve this aim.  

Knowledge about our local wildlife is important to aid its protection. This has been helped 
by articles in the parish newsletter but more could be done. Villagers are specifically invited 
to add to this knowledge by their own contributions.  Such articles could easily be uploaded 
to the village website and this will be considered.  Talks and demonstrations can also be 
arranged at the Village Hall if demand exists. 
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(See also the section on Allotments as this subject overlaps with 
conservation and wildlife.)
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Technology in the village  

The survey indicates that 69% of villagers have use of email and that 53% 

want faster broadband connection.  At present, broadband speed varies in 

the village but is generally very poor.  

There is a much-publicised ‘Connected Counties’ programme which aims to have 90% of 

households connected to fibre broadband by April 2016 and BT has been awarded the 

contracts.  Under the scheme, Buckinghamshire has been promised Superfast Broadband, 

which is defined as 24Mbs.  

One cabinet has been upgraded to fibre in the Whitchurch exchange but not the one that 

serves Oving and Pitchcott. The cabling from the exchange will need to be upgraded. By the 

end of 2015 it hadn’t been possible to determine when, or if ever, this would happen. 

Alternatives, such as satellite delivery of Superfast Broadband, have been indicated by 

Connected Counties, but as yet no details are available.  

Given the lack of any tangible commitment from BT, alternative options for high-speed 

broadband should be considered. For example, Aylesbury Vale Broadband (95% owned by 

Aylesbury Vale District Council) is running a pilot scheme in North Marston. This involves 

installing ducting across farmland. If the pilot is successful, and so far it appears to be, then 

they will be looking to roll it out to other villages in the Vale.  

We need to get to the top of priority lists for fibre broadband and  in order to do so the 

Parish Council and the residents need to lobby, complaining that we are suffering from a 

lack of adequate and reliable broadband.  

In the meantime, the Parish Council will continue to try and get some commitment from BT. 
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Village website 

The Oving village website has been running for a number of years and has been improved 
and redesigned.  The new site is at:  www.ovingpc.com   

In the questionnaire, villagers commented on a number of improvements that could be 
made:  

 

 updates to be implemented more often; 
 include fixtures and results of Oving Football team (with links to their website if they 

have one); 
 include historic photographs and maps, like the ones displayed recently at the Village 

Hall event; 
 the Parish Council to explain its decisions on planning applications; 
 the village website to be advertised in the Parish Newsletter.   

 

 

Parish Newsletter 
 
The Oving with Pitchcott Parish Newsletter is delivered to every household in the village and 
the questionnaire shows that 99% of people read it.  It features a mix of Church news, 
articles, features, events listings and local advertisements.  

In the survey 90% of respondents say that the newsletter includes sufficient news about the 
Church and its activities.  Regarding other content, 60% indicate they would like to see a 
greater number of news and general interest articles, while 64% think the newsletter should 
also include relevant news and articles about the surrounding area and villages.  

Other suggestions for the Parish Newsletter include: 

 

 features on wildlife, 
 details of local support groups, carers etc, 
 villagers’ achievements (eg degrees obtained), 
 announcements of landmark birthdays, births, marriages and deaths, 
 Village Hall events, 
 address of the Village website. 

 

 

http://www.ovingpc.com/
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GETTING AROUND IN OVING AND PITCHCOTT 

Footpaths   

Oving and Pitchcott are well-served 
by footpaths and bridleways, having 
some nine miles in total.  With links 
to public footpaths and other routes 
in neighbouring parishes, together 
they provide a broad range of routes 
through varied countryside.  

The footpaths that are on private 
land (about 80% of the nine miles) 
are the responsibility of the 

landowner to maintain, although the Parish Council has a responsibility to ensure that this is 
done. Under services devolved from Buckinghamshire County Council, our public footpaths 
and bridleways (as opposed to those on private land) are maintained by the Parish Council. 
The Highways Department of Buckinghamshire County Council is responsible for 
maintaining the village’s pavements and roadside grass verges.  

Over 60% of parishioners use Oving and Pitchcott’s network of footpaths and a number of 
issues was raised – most notably those of difficulties of access and lack of maintenance.  Of 
particular concern are:  

 uneven and/or overgrown tarmac paths and pavements within the village, which 
present difficulties for anyone with limited mobility or vision, and those with 
pushchairs or wheelchairs;  

 stiles which are not well-maintained.  Additionally, stiles (as opposed to ‘kissing 
gates’) limit access for all but the most mobile;  

 footpaths, especially those in the more remote parts of the parish, are not always 
well-maintained and can become overgrown and/or impassable.  

 

Within the scope of increasingly restricted budgets, the Parish Council aims to: 

 ensure that our footpaths are well-maintained and safe to use; 
 seek ways to improve access, prioritising those footpaths that are suitable for pushchairs 

or wheelchairs; 
 continue to provide signage, and litter and dog bins. 

(Cont over) 
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Footpaths (cont) 

Recreation in our local countryside is clearly valued by the majority of villagers who believe 
that access for all in our community is important.  A survey of all our footpaths and 
bridleways to ascertain problem areas would enable us to plan where action is needed, and 
by whom.   

There is a need for a village action group to be formed to take this forward. 

 

Bus Service 

Although only 20% of residents say that they are reliant on local bus services, many are 
pensioners who have been badly affected by the timetable change which reduced services 
through Oving from hourly to every two hours, and strong opinions were expressed.  North 
Marston and Granborough are similarly affected. The new route, which follows the A413 
directly from Whitchurch to Winslow, is only 10 minutes quicker than the route via the 
villages.  The new service now goes on to Milton Keynes, and not just to Buckingham, and 
would attract more customers from the three villages if residents had the opportunity to 
board the buses in Oving.  

 
Representations will be made to our District Councillor to see whether we can obtain the 
necessary support from North Marston and Granborough to raise this issue with AVDC and 
Aviva.  

If this approach fails, a scheme for volunteers to drive people to the doctor/hospital will be 
considered. 

 

 

Traffic 

Concerns were expressed by residents about speeding vehicles, particularly those on 
Pitchcott Road, Marston Hill and Bowling Alley.  Additional anti-speeding measures were 
requested. There are a number of options but unfortunately they are typically very 
expensive.  

 
A working group should be considered to look at the options. The MVAS (Motor vehicle 
Activated Sign) device needs to be moved fortnightly between its two positions on Marston 
Hill.  A rota group of six volunteers is needed to achieve this (training provided). 
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ALLOTMENTS 

 

 

 

The allotments occupy a plot of around one acre, central to the village and near the junction 
of Church Lane with Bowling Alley.  Formerly glebe land, which once provided additional 
income for the local vicar, the site is now managed by Sidleys Chartered Surveyors on behalf 
of owners, the Diocese of Oxford.  There are 16 plots, of varying sizes, for which an annual 
rental of around £20 is charged. The allotments are inspected twice a year to ensure they 
are sufficiently well-maintained. 

A wide variety of crops and plants is cultivated on the different plots, including many 
vegetables, flowers, and soft and orchard fruits.  Greenhouses and sheds have been erected 
by a number of plot-holders, along with compost bins and raised beds.  A public footpath 
borders the allotments and each late summer local people enjoy the magnificent display of 
dahlias grown on one allotment.   

There is invariably a waiting list for plots, which (at the end of 2015) stands at seven people.  
Waiting time for a vacancy can be very considerable – anything up to 12 years – although 
some allotments are under-utilised, a source of considerable frustration to those on the 
waiting list. 

The questionnaire reveals that 15% of parishioners are interested in taking an allotment and 
61% believe that rents should be increased to reduce neglect on plots and boost availability.  
Almost half of all respondents is interested in the formation of a Garden & Allotment 
Society. 

There was agreement to Oving becoming more environmentally sustainable with 59% in 
support, while 6% were interested in helping to organise a sustainability group. 
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There are a number of measures which could be taken to improve the use of allotments: 

 the results of the Plan to be made available to Sidleys, Chartered Surveyors; 
 half-plots to be offered to existing and new plot holders; 

 encourage Sidleys to adopt a ‘use it or lose it’ policy; 

 allotment holders and interested villagers to create an Oving Garden & Allotment 
Society to share costs of materials, provide information and support, and form a 
seed & produce swap; 

 hold an annual late summer community horticultural and craft show on the 
recreation ground; 

 review whether additional land for allotments may be made available within the 
village; 

 form a working group to drive improvements to environmental sustainability in 
Oving.  

 
 
 

 

ACTIVITY GROUPS 

 

Questionnaire responses indicating that members of the household participates in one or 

more of these groups:   
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ACTIONS FOR RESIDENTS 

Villagers have come up with many things that they would like to see happen. The Parish 
Council can do some of these, but has limited resources – both in terms of money and 
people.  If this Plan is to be achieved, it can only be done with the assistance of residents. 

1 Many good ideas were raised for new activities in the Village Hall and Recreation 
Ground. Volunteers are needed to help organise and run them. 
 

2 Volunteers are also needed to serve on a footpaths group to survey the footpaths 
and identify what needs to be done. 
 

3 Support the village pub by eating and drinking there. 
 

4 Support All Saints Church events and fundraising initiatives 
 

5 Interested gardeners and allotment holders to form a garden & allotment society. 
 

6 Villagers to lobby our District Councillor, Kevin Hewson, about the lack of adequate 
and reliable broadband:  khewson@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. 

ACTIONS FOR OVING PARISH COUNCIL  

1 Invite our District Councillor Kevin Hewson to attend a Parish Council meeting to 
discuss Broadband options. 
 

2 Request Kevin Hewson to co-ordinate a campaign with North Marston and 
Granborough to reinstate the original bus timetable. If unsuccessful, organise a 
Community Transport Scheme to provide transport to doctors etc.  
 

3 Review anti-speeding options, particularly for Marston Hill and Bowling Alley. 
 

4 Review managing the allotments, ie ‘use it or lose it’, and offering half-plots. 
 

5 Review upgrading the Recreation Ground car park and refurbishing the wooden 
gates to provide a pedestrian entrance. 
 

6 Provide facilities for cricket on the Recreation ground, including cricket coaching. 
 

7 Work closely with the church and pub, and be aware of their plans and activities. 
 

8 Survey the Reading Room and cost the necessary works. 
 

9 Explore restoration and improved management of Hossil pond. 

mailto:khewson@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
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VOLUNTEERING 

If you would like to offer help for any of the opportunities in this plan, please contact one of 
the Parish Councillors: 

Kit Couper  kitcouper14@yahoo.co.uk           01296 641694 
Richard Devas  rd@devas4.fsnet.co.uk                  01296 640456 
Ambrose McGinn ambrose@ambrosemcginn.com  01296 641026 
Jack Peeters  j.peeters@btinternet.com            01296 641738 
Vanessa Wiggins vanessaw@btinternet.com           01296 641858 
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